Spartan Skeletons

Please evaluate each of the reports from the office of the medical examiner.  Each report describes a decedent and gives important clues about the individual’s age, gender, height, hobby, race, and handedness.  You will also be provided with a sketch of the skeleton marked with “x”s and “o”s.  The “x” indicates an epiphysial union whereas an “o” indicates no union.  Use the “Abbreviated Epiphysial Ossification Resource for Spartan Skeletons” to help you determine an approximate age range.  You will also need to use Table 1 – Stature Formulae to help you with this assignment.  You may work with ONE partner on this assignment and all work and the following worksheets are to be included in each of your portfolios. **Even though I said on Monday that you would be measuring your stick figures, you will NOT be measuring them…I was wrong (…all bone measurements that you will need to help you determine height/stature are included in the background information for each Spartan.
Spartan #1
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Please find the sketch below provided by the medical examiner specific to the ossification mapping of the decedent at the time of death.  Examination of the interior of the skull shows incomplete fusion and cranial sutures on the exterior of the skull are remarkable.  When a pencil balanced across the skull under the nasal cavity, it was possible for the medical examiner to slide her finger along the zygomatic process without interference.  She noted the nasal sill was well developed.  The femur bone measured 18 inches in length and was bowed.  Other remarkable skeletal information includes the right arm measuring slightly longer than the left, the carpal bones in the right wrist known as the trapezium and the scaphoid bones shows evidence of previous trauma, teeth are shovel like in appearance with 27 adult teeth present and one canine is a deciduous canine.  No dental work is evident.  Equal ridging in the clavicle structures is remarkable with beveling in the right shoulder joint more exaggerated than the left.  Femur, tibia, and fibula bones on both lower extremities show remarkable ridging.  A y-chromosome fluorescence test yields a positive result.





Conversion Factor: 1 in = 2.54 cm

Spartan #2
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Upon examination of the decedent the femur bone measures 43 cm in length and shows remarkable ridging and anterior bowing.  The tibia and fibula on each leg show remarkable ridging as well.  The humerus, radius, and ulna show more beveling with slightly longer measurements on the right side.  The lip of the glenoid fossa is remarkably beveled on the right as compared to the left side of the skeletal remains.  Eburnation (shiny ivory patch on te medial femoral and tibial condyles) and marginal lipping are evident on the right knee joint.  The left radius shows signs of a well-healed greenstick fracture.  Spartan #2 has 28 permanent teeth and no remarkable dental work.  Skull sutures as viewed from the foramen magnum are completely fused.  Mandibula condyles are well developed.  Extreme calcification of the number one phalange on each foot is remarkable.  The well developed nasal sill prevented a pencil from entering the nasal cavity.  Y fluorescence test yields a negative result.




Conversion Factor: 1 in = 2.54 cm
Spartan Skeletons: Data & Evidence Sheet
Spartan Skeleton #1

	Trait
	Evidence

	Gender:
	

	Age:
	

	Race:
	

	Stature:
	

	Handedness:
	

	Hobby:
	


Spartan Skeleton #2
	Trait
	Evidence

	Gender:
	

	Age:
	

	Race:
	

	Stature:
	

	Handedness:
	

	Hobby:
	


